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"Gd to be willing to 5 
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von; and if he is inthe Right, it is more Chance 
Reaſon; d F be 38 nog e naple, i 
maintain d, will never ſafter him to be cer. 
Therefore it very mich concerns us to keep ou 
 Ninds open to CooriSin, 20 and . * - 
Opinions too (if t ingalar t ü 
Freedom and Impa er. Jud always ' follow it 
. Galcſt Advice, tho it ma 3 e more trou 
? at preſent; and Care, that the N 
and Wickedneſs of our Lot may never make it ou 
: bahay to with the Arguments a ood. Life incon- 
clul xe. 
For if this happens to be bur Caſe, our corrupt Al. 
fe tions will impoſe upon our Undlerſtandings, an 
make us believe not according to the Evidence d 
Things, but according to dur on liking, and to tak 
a ſhort and miſerable Shelter in a e Deluſion. 
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Ons conveniences in our Speech. 
Firſt, It will prevent its 8 unſcaſonable. 
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77 Word 73 in Seaſon, (ſays Solomon) how 

65 X ir? And on | trary, when it is not, that 1 

iſcourſe, which would otherwiſe be counted grateful = 
and prudent, becomes natrſeons and difobliging. I 
ſhall give ſome Inſtances, wherein we are guilty of 
this Fault 
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nels, who are newly fallen into any great Achte. i 
For: this looks as if we not ouly-thot BOW de * 
ſerv'd it; but were glad they. had it wlüch is a bazbas 
ous inſulting over another's, Nee 
+a © Hkewiſe, toconverſein.a mela 
and to entertain with the broken Accents. 01 
late Sorrow, that Perſon who 4s lately 1 
comfortable Condition, argues that we ay Ta 
pineſs, and think them unworthy of it. 
Ibis Carriage is quite 1 to os „ Advice, 
who bids ue, Rejoice m with thoſe. that 8 | 25 cep with 
hem the wigs 4 gans W n 
e Contradiction of w aud 
in the foxe- mention d Inſtances, does, 1 In. 
prove us to be oyer- grown ie 2 5 
tibleneſs, and that we © are fo ADORE BE 
up iu our on Intereſt, chat the Goo 4 
Gr ee tho never fo conſiderabl le, can * no 
itable Impreſſion upon us. 
Farther, on we would prevent the Unkaſorablenh 
of Converſation, we onght-not; only, ub | 2 moderate 
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reſſions; or ſo Charitable 3s to forgive. where it has 
| Pot the Indiſcretion of the 9 6. yer 
there are not 2 few, who afe,.exceptious and reſenting, 
who 1 . to giſſurb 5 — and others too, ii 
they is when they deliver any Tbing, which "they 25 4 
proceeds, from Diſaffection or Neglect of hems ©  .Y 
| Now, xt theſe; unfortunate $4 diſeuſtful Slips being — 
.of Raſhneſs, 2 is nothang ſo Proper 33 
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Warp 5 aa ea, 2 LT hers, by propetindi 
elſe, ſecondly nefit o 
ſomething to them, which ma for their. 11 | 
Or, thugdly, the Deſign of 55 ing, is for the Delight 
and Recreation of each other; Fir follows therefore, that 
when Di — 4 # neither profitable nor pleafant, ir 


woldh be, needleſs, . unperngent, and ſuperfluous. | 
a i idle 1 ay) which — Favicur tells 
42, 36. that Men (all give an Account of 
| ine Day of Julgm g and. Pg 8 not — 4 = . ule- 
2 , but and ry as ap- 
| . Yet (notw ſting N is no great, e | 
ung 21 Dignity of human $6 Nats, N 
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Ft. Paul, 1 Cv. 14. Fora Man might as well talk in an 
unknown Language, as to nv Futpoſe in one that's 
Known, ae latter , RGONiOg; 409, eg 
less diwerting than the eee Bs 

We 


Now, this Error in Converſation proceeds com 
more from want of Cite, than Julg nent: For if 

weigh what we deliverd in the Ballance, we ſhould 
3 Hh? it wanting; and, in Juſtice to our ſelves, would 
 __ kecp us from expoſing it to the Cenſure of others. 
Attard Inconvenience which ad vis d, and flow Speak- 
ii will prevent, is, the Ignorance or Impropriety of 
1 Sur Speech, in Reſpect to a Thing which. is ſpoken to; 
wen we heedleſſy talk aboyt that which we don't un- 
=. derftand, or give our Anſwer before we have the Im- 
pott and Meaning of the Queſtionmn. 
Noa, So and Reaſon tells us, that he that anſwert 
Ve re be und rſtands the Matter, it is Folly and Shame 1 
5... But this is not all; for this zealous Over-haſtineſ 
in Talking, is often attended with other ill Conſequen- 
ces; ſometimes leading others into prejudicial 
who depended upon our Judgment ; ſometimes tending 
to our own Damage or Diſgrace; either making us re- 
cant our Opinion, or elſe, according to the Manner of 
tos many, obſtinately perſiſt in the Defence of a know 
Miſtake, becauſe we will not ſubmit to the Diireputa- | 
tion of owning it; tho, in Reality, it is much more 
rational and ingenious to — ſs our Faults, than 
Nor, what can be more eflectual to avoid theſe ab- 
ſurd and dangerous Conſequents, than to conſider, and 
ſtay for the full Meaning of what is propounded to 
always e our Diſcourſe to the Weight 

Quality of the Matter we treat . mentioni 
Things of great Concernment with Gravity and Conte 
poſure? The doing of which, is not only profitable, but 
C „ 
A fourth Vice incident to Diſcourſe, is ſlandeting the 
abſent, which is commonly the Effect of a random and 
inconſiderate Fluency. Men are apt to make hard and 
unreaſonable Conſtructions of S 
never conſidering the Meanneſs and 1 FEES i y 
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ent of Words impoſſible to be recall d, and for which it 

i much eaſier to fepent, than to make Satisfa ion. 
a We e by which our own kee and others 1 
ly ying of Se rets, by which our own Affairs and others 
ee very muc ify'd : A Practice, when it only re- 
14 lates to our Gave foofi; when it concerns others, in- 
id juries: and infamous; 1 un „that the Son of 

25 Sirach, in his Book of Ecelefraſti „thought it ſufficient 
to \ diflolre the ſtricteſt Friendſhip. Revealing of Secrets, 
en Friends will part, deren chap. 27. 21. And that 
7 this Inconvenience Lp aan en Speaks * 


ing, c eo confirm 
cople in ſuch a Caſe as this, 1 Gay ing that it 
was out before they were aware; the Folly molt dure 
neſs of which Excuſe, is a ſufficient e — 
Caution and Reſervedneſs, the Vertue recommended 
here in my Text, of being //ov to ſpeat. 
Epen „This 1 arena en a 
ient againſt immoderate to 
ſlow toWrath, ſays the K oh ; mtimating,: . 
Aung the firſt, will keep any exceſſive Fr 
i ke Moving therefore, b, that weſhould 3 
3 eaning t FL t we not 9 5 
and ſudden in our Expoſtulations upon a Provocatibn 
given, ſuch violent Breath being apt to · blow us up into 
a Flame: Whereas a calm and deliberate Return, if it 
does not reduce the injuring Perſon to an Acknow- 
ledgment of his Fault; yet it breaks the firſt, and com- 
monly the fier Impreſſion of the Injury, and hin- 
ders us from bein tranſported beyond the Bounds of 
Rea ſon and Sobriety. | 
The fourth Obſervation, I at firſt -propounded, was 
to ofter ſome Conſiderations, i in Order to the Attain- - 
ment of this Vertue, When. therefore we find our 
ſelves inclin'd to Talking, we ſhould frequently ftop, 
until we have examin d our ſelves concerning the Ne- 
ceſſity, the Fitneſs, and the Warrantableneſs of _ 
we are about to deliver. 
We ſhould inquire, whether the Subject affords us a- 
ny me Grounds * gur Haſte and * ? "I 
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when: we are thus forward, we ouzht to ſuſpect it i 
ſome heedleſs Paſſion ior other which urge ny 
” Wwhich-we ſhou'd )Rifle in our den Au Nor 
I, at leaſt: by a (coob and indifferent Btentn, eithet 
diverting f om the Subject we are ſo fond of, ot ell 
_ mvnagingat with mare e and Uncaiicervedtely 
than the Heat of Ho e nen eiu willingly 
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For this Tort of Zea is, mmonly. Sünde 0g 
58 92 Knowledge, nor Biſcretion; ſomet fing ſtrikes 
Man's Imagination with a more than o dinary . 
Foableneis, and . of concludes that the A. 
count of it muſt be eq acceptable 'to': othets 
hereas a little Pauſe wr binking won) inform 
bim, that the Pleaſure of ſiich a Diſcourſe dependz 
upon its Relation to a particular Intereſt, ad requires 
2 ee tion to teliſm it, and {et 1 it off; and 
therefore 1 be flat and unſeaſonable to e 


* 4 177 $4 7 7 4 


Humours 124 ee N ep 
But (this: is onſy the leaſt of the Wie 
which follow from our giving Way to this ſudden Im⸗ 
Pulſe a Speaking, as will appear afterwards, * .'i-' 7 | 
In ſhort tho we art afſar'd of the Imnocen 
what iweareabout to ny; yet the ſafeſt we 

filent, when we perceive dur ſelves v 
Speaking : For this voluntary Reſtraint of u lawftil 15 
berty, will break the Fotce of our Patron, and make 
it more managable. 185; £0 
ut thoſe who won t take tinis Pains with theinſeives; 
but preſently bolt out whatever they have à Mind ro, 
will oſten make an unfottunate Diſcovery of them 
Ilebres, and ſay a great many Things, «which they wik 
tepent of, and with they: had never been ſpoken. 
-: "Which leads to a ſecond Motive, to wit, we. 
95 the Indecencies and Miſchiefs of raſii 2nd 
vicious Speaking, which have happen'd both to our 
5 der unſcem!y and dangerous it 7 
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